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Job 414. oO 
All the days of mine appointed time will © © -. © 
{wait till my change come.” | 


Onderful and much co be admired are the ways of aur 

good and gracious God, who by his good and oftens - 

tzmes-underhand working and undiſcerned' provi> . 
_ vidence , ſweetly guideth the underſtandingt and _ 
conceptions of his poor people, and ſweetly inclinerk -theie willy, 
and ſo leadeth them pleaſantly in the wey they know not, burafter- 
wards maketh them ſee what bis goings have been, and ther he-wis 


Word [and fo much I ſeemed to hear, as by a voice th's week, being _ 
in 2 deep flamber, but none by me ir the Room, ſaying} #bat thes 
Rnroweſt not now, then ſhalt know hereafter ! And indeed fomething of 
this may appear, in Gods leading me to ſuch Scriprures, us I have {p0» 
ken upon from the firſt day of my ſtanding amongſt you in rhis plece. 
The frſt ſhewing that the Goſpel is a word of Salyation, and ought | _. 
to be ſweetly imbraced, and kindly entertained of all thoſe towhoat __ - 
It is ſent, and all theſe particulars, as alſo that it was fent fnto yan © ._{- 
I cleared from As 13.26. To yew is the word of this ſalvaties. Ta ==> 
next was Ezeck., 3.17,18, 19, WhenceI cleared, that a Miniſter of TR” of 
the Goſpel, is Gods Watchman,. of Gods making ; and therefore . . 
muft watch the flock npon peril of his ſoul : and I hope ye tye fonad | -.- 
me careful in watching in this reſpeR, and that your fin hath been® 
heart-break unto me, what ever it bath been to you thac were before - - 
me: ButI pray God it may pleaſe bim, yet to try you with ſuch ax | 
may be faithful in proſecuting this work : and that you may find mer- 
cy toknow toentertain and obey the joyful ſound. - The third Sri 
eture was Mat, 7: 13, 14s Enter je in at the ftran Gate, &C, 88 por 
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CK 
had ſaid, what ever others do Exter ye in at the ſtrait gate, The way to 
hell is broad, and its gate wide, and moſt go in there : but:he way to 
Heaven is ſo ſtrait, and the entry ſo narrow, that very ſew enter in 
there; yea ſo few, that ſome think they would not be miſſzd, though 
all baniſhed our of the Land 3 and I am afraid they wou'd not be myſ- 


' fed mich here, The ſourth Scripture was Ecclef. 17.16, Be not 


righteons over much, neitber be thon tco much wicked, &c. Whence 1 
adviſed you not to miſtake the word of God, bur to obey clear com- 
mands againſt fin, and to Rudy thar rc ghreouſneſs which is commanded 
by God, and not what your own blind reaſon will diate unto you, 
and which your deprayed will may inclins to follaw, and even 
wherein ye may have the moſt of men to go along with yon, Tre 
fifch Scripture I ſpake from was Gal. 5. 18, to 22. whence ye were 
exhorted to walk in, and to yield your ſelves ſweetly to him, and to be 
Jed by his d:QAtaces, advantages to the ſo doing were made to appear, 
eſpecially rhis, that Sy ſo doing the fleſh ſhould not ger all 3ts will. 
But alas, I fear that in all theſe I have been as 2 Barharian unto mary, 
though I ſtudied much plainneſs of ſpeech. But to fer you know what 
you ought to forbear to do, I preached upon the feyeral works of the 
fleſh at a confiderable length, and concluded with diſcovering the 
danzer of diſobedience ; for ſuch (hall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, The place was Cant. 6. 3. whence you were told, chat Chrift 
3s to be found in his Garden, viz. in his Church, and amongſt his Or- 
dinances, where Believers as his Lillies are planted. The ſeventh 
place was Lake I 3. ver. 16, to22. concerning that certain Rich man, 
who reckoned only upon pulling cown his Barns and building greater, 
andrefolved to ſay to his Soul— Soul thou bait mich Goods laid ug for 
any years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink and be merry ;, where he reckoned 
of many years to live when he had not one day, whence ye were ſh2w- 
ed the folly of them that reckon only on riches, and a long life, and 
ſtudy not to be rich towards God, and to prepare for deach, wnic" 
may be mrch nearer then we ſoppoſe, The laſt Scriprure 1 ſpake 
upon was Fobx 1. 31. Rabbi where dwelleſt thow > whence 1 pro- 
ved, that when ſouls hear Chriſt well ſpoken of, and his ex- 
cellencies diſcovered, they ſhould preſently fall in love with bim, 
and I hope ye will acknowledge that I was ſerious in preffing the ſame 
upon you, as alſo I confeſs 1 fcund his gracious preſence w;ta 
me in if} In all which] have ftadied and defired the Lords glory, 
your good, and the pexce of my own conſcience (which alſo I have 


ſtudied 


(s 
firlied inmy daily Expoſitions twice each day amoneſRt you) -and I 
dleſs God my conſcience dorh not accuſe me, but ſmilet upon me, 
evena$toall I have dons fince I came amongſt you, notwithſtand- 
ing what ſome tnat de preſent and others that be abſent, have done x- 
Sauiſt me, and I wiſh thar at the giving up of their accounts they may 
have as much peace, 48 I hope I ſhall have, and which T have ſome 
ground to believe, in that my good God hath not ſefe me alone ; bur 
bath born me ſweet company, and made the time ſeem ſhort, fince I 
knew chat ] hd contracted a conſumption ; I pray youexcuſe this nor 
unneceſlary d.greſſion. I ay the laſt Scripture lwagu was that 
which I have named 'n the firſt of Feb», which I intended to have pro- 
ſecured, as alſo the following verſe, ; but our good, yea our 200d 
and gracious Gods harh exerciſed me fince with a very fore and vio- 
lent Plenrehe, being a relapſe into one not well cured formerly, and 
naw is exercifing me with a deep Conſumprion, which (for any thing 
I know) may put an end !othe dayes of my P.lgrimage : With his 
leave (I hope) I have made a Rop from proſecuting that Text now,that 
I might {peak a litle from the Scripture now read in your hearings 
Al! the dajes of mine appointed time, will I wait till my change come, Ma- 
ny wccihy; men have Preached from this Scripture,and thar(no doubt) 
to thz great advantage both of their oven ſouls and of their Hearers. 
Yer am not] to preach upon it as moſt do ; they Preach on it when in 
>011iy health, batT in ſickneſs , they when ſtrong, I when weak ; they 
zron occahion of other mens death, and at their Funerals; but I when 
2ppr25znding the near appreachof mine own death. The matter is 
'-+542, and o:ght to be fo judged by all of us, eſpecially by me: And 
-p2 ay them alſo that deſire to have the Goſpel to ſhine in Eeft- [=- 
ky friends, I pray you confider, whether this occafion be nor 
5, 20 ſee a man (who I hope knows what it is to dye) Rand:ng a= 
it you, and ſpeaking of h's own death, which to mang apprehenfi- 
.zwerh on apace, To ſpeak ofarother mans death, is matter of 
- conſideration, but to hear a man ſpeak of his own is gravely to be 
1dered ; let me therefore defire of you, that your hearts and ears, 
- excluding your affe&ions, may be preſent, I have ſpent much 
-ngth and pains amongſt you, whica I wiſh may not be in vain, 
zagh I fear it 15 with many; (yer hope with ſome it hath had effeR; 
peak not this to offend any, and hope they will bear with me in this 
:\e.) Letwhat Tam now to ſpend, go with the reft for my Maſters 
:ake, and for your ſouls ſake ; if the reſt have not profited, its ny” 
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i; (6) 
this may, I remembers (aying of Solomen,which he ſpake by the Ho: 
ly Ghoſt, [= the morning ſow thy Seed, and in the evening with- bold not, 
for thou knoweſt wot whether this or that ſhall proſper. 1 may take it as a 
home-ſperking word of admonition to me, 2 thank the Lord I] have 
been ſowing in the morningof my time, which (I bleſs tim) hath not 
been in vain as to many : And why ſhould I nor ſow alſo now when 
ir ſeems to be the Evening of my life > know ſame will think it im- 
pradence, and t00 mach waſte, to ſpend Rrength now, when I have ſo 
little to ſpare, and I would with all thankfulneſs accept the kindneſs 
2nd loys ofſuch, whether here or afaroff; and praying the Lerd 
he tender of them in tkeir affli tion, do thortly anſwer chem with thac 
ſaying in Feclefraftes, C aft thy bread wpon the waters, give 4 portion to 
fix, and alſs taſeven, for thou khnoweſt not what evil may be upon the earth. 
Waen evil dayes are a comming on, people are zptto think it unſafe 
robe liberal, in beftowing their Charity upon ſuch as are never like to 
be able to repay, but rather to keep what they can, that chey may have 
ſomethins to carry them through in a oenera] calamity ; but the Spj- 
ric of God reckoneth otherwiſe, and that the beſt way to ſave, is to 
oive away, even where carnal reaſon ſaith, its as loſt as if caſt into the 
Sex, which can never be gatheredup aguin,. 1 hoperhe citation is not 
zmproper to my preſent caſe. Bt ſecondly, I confeſs I would noc 
be too prodigal of my ſtrength, eſptcially now, when I have ſo little 
to ſpare , bur that I have the eximple of many, which may both quiet 
me; and ſatisfie my friends, preſentand avſent : Our Lord Jefus left 
not his work when he ſaw the end of his time approaching, and many 
rairbfal Miniſters have done the like. What, would you have Chriſt 
to find me idle? ſaid worthy Mr. Calvin, when very weak, but dili- 
- gent and painful at his Minifterizl work ; and Oporte: Epiſcopamm con- 
cionantens mori, {aidanother; and fo may TI ay, that ic becometh # 
Miniſter to Pceach to the laſt, or to die preaching, xs the phraſe is. And 
ſo I ſhall come to ſpeak ſomething from the words, Al the dares of 
wine 4ppoincred time will I wais r:ll my change come. They are the words 
of that Righteous man Fob, who feared God, and eſchewed evil; 2nd 
if any man might have been ſecure and unmindfal of death, be might, 
but would not. 

In the firſt part of the Chapter, Fob expreſſeth the miſery of man, 
who though be ſpring up very beautifully, like 2 pleaſant Bower, yet 
3zþe quickly blown 3 and therefore from the ſhorcmeſs of mans life, 
and certainty of hixdeath, which general condition he applieth to him- 
; :  * 
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( | 
felf, intreats God to favour him ri 2 appointed time do come; to 
verſe 7. and from thence, to verſe 12. bemoaneth mans periſhing con- 
dition ; for a tree cut atthe root will grow again by th: deſcent of 
water moiſtning ir, and it will revive #g2in ; but man wicherech and 
waſteth away, and ſo 18 gone, verſe x0, 11, he is cutcff, he g:verhup 
the Ghoſt, and then whgre is he? implying that he is no where to be 
found in the Land of the Living, bur as floods of water dried up, ſo 
man can be found no more, | 

Burt leſt he ſhould ſeem to ſpeak like an Atheiſt, he corre, orra- 
ther cleare:h what be hach (aid, verſe x 2. So mas lieth down,gard riſeth 
no wore, till the Heavens be no more, be ſhall not ariſe, ner be waked ont: 
of ſleep till then. Ax if he had ſaid I know death 1s not an annihilati- 
on of Man, Its but a ſleep, and there's a time comming when he (hall 
be raiſed agtin, and that is 2t the end of the World, and all I ſay is,that 
he ſhall not be awaked nor raiſed till then; and therefore prayes to 
God to deal tenderly with him, and to hide him from his affl tons, 
which purſued him like an enemy, verſe 3. that he might be at peace 
till hisend come. And chen Verſe x4. in the coafideration of the Re» 
ſirreRion, and char it is not loſt that is commited to the Grave, he 
falls upon a ſweet Meditation, yea upon the admiration of Gods w3n- 
derful kindneſs, who ha:h decreed the RefurreRion of his People, ih- 
fting thereupon to Verſe 16. where the bitterneſs of his affl Rion 
raiſerh up new perplexing though.s in him again, making. him. uttec 
ſome paſſionate expreſſi3ng of his preſent miſery that was wearing him 
away. Bitto return to the words we have read; They contain the 
ſweer effe& of Fobs former Meditations on Death and the. ReſurreRi- 
on. If 4 max dye, (hall be live again? O firange! O wonderful 


work of God, to raiſe a waſted contumed body out of the: duft again. 


Now that this may appear to be Jobs meaning, compare Gen. 17. 17. 
where its ſaid, 4braham fell upon bis face and laughed, and ſaid in bis 
heart, ſhall a child be born t» him that is an hundred years old ; and fhall 
Sarah that is ninety years old be-r? Yet Abraham was not doubting 
when he ſaid ſo, for che Scripture giveth him this ceſtimonyzthar he be- 
lieved, yea that he conſidered not his own body being weak, neither 
the deadneſs of Sarsbs womb ; on'y he ſpake by way of admiration, 
and rejoiced greatly becauſe he believed ; And fo in the Text, Feb 
rejoyced to think of the ReſurreRion, and becauſe he beligyed it, ad- 
mired Gods power and goocn:(s _— as if he had ſaid, If a man 
dic, 
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2) rey 
die, (hall be indeed live 2g4in, which certainly he (hill? O 
work, & matter of comfortable and blefled hope! And therefore in the 
aflurance & joy of this my rifing again, All the dajes of mine appointed 
tree will 1 wait till my change come, Having thus led you to the 
panes 4 ſhajl give you a ſhort hint of the meaning of them, and then 
e 


All the dayesof mine appointed time, Some do render this Owne 
temps militie mee, all the time of my Warfare y; and fo iis a fimili- 
tude of « Souldier that hath a time ſer ro him, and muſt needs ſerve all 
tbat tj d may well point at the Chriſtians life time, which is « 
lmited wiffare that hath a fixed time appoiated by God,and will have 
Its period, | 

WU nll I wart, exſpefio. I look diligently out for my end, they put ir 
10 tbe preſent time to point out that this was not his reſolution for the 
£10C to come,. but that which he is already in the exerciſe of, and in- 
rends- to continue for the time to come by the grace of God. 
Others take ic in the futore time, &s we bave the word rendered 


. ExſpeAlabe, I will carefully look out, Ido wait and am reſolved ſo to 


continue. And indeed (let me ſay by the way) he was the more like 
to hold out that be was began elready, The ſeventy interpreters ren- 
der it vaudb@ ſoftinebs, I will bear out or endurezwhereby is pointed 
ur Job's reſolution, not to give over how difficult ſo ever. 

T ill wy chenge come, i-<- till death , when I ſhall be releived, my 
ſoul being ſeparate from my body , which ſhall notwithſtanding meer 
again in the reſarreRion of tne juſt. And ſo ſome apply it to a Soul- 
dierar his poſt, who muſt not remove nor give over his watch at his 
own hand ; Miles quippe in ftatione poſits drcedere ex £4 non debet nifp 
ſuccedents alis & tribune imperante , no looking from his ſtation wich- 
out the Captains ſpecial order. Andchus you have the reſolution and 
firm purpoſe of 2 Godly man, afrer many tollings and bitcer and hoe 
conflicts, I will ney bear out and endure looking out fer ,” and 
waitins all my caange come, 

In the words thug ſearched ont as to their mechod 'and order, and 
expounded as to their fignification ; take notice of theſe three particu- 
Jars , Firſt, the time when Fob ſaid ſo, Secondly, the occaſion of 
his ucrering this ſweets ? + —=--4thle reſolution, Thudly , the 
eeſolution at felf, | 
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; (9) 
The fi: & thing is the time when Jeb had this meditation and reſolu- 
tion, vis, when full of ſorrows being fck and weak, and full of ſores, 
and many troubles aſſaulting him on every hand, Wohence obſecye, 


Def, x. That our good and gracious God giveth hig ſervants ſome 
reſceſhing thoughts and comforting Meditations , even wbep in (ca 
excremitics 38 the world can give then no comfort:So Job found, and 
ſo many of the faithful have cxperienced ; David, leremiah, the the= 
Children in the fiery furnace z Dante! in the Lyons Dan, Pax and 
che reſt of the Apotiles in theur tribulations, who bave leſtgheig ceſti- 
monies behind them to the ſucceeding Generations, copfiiming the 
truth of this DoQtrine, You may fee Job's reftimony clear in the 
words now read, where ob when bis ptig ras very extream,, Worms 
ſitting in his fleſh, and eating and creeping in his fleſb, whilſt yec 


—_— 


living, when his skin and fleſh is conſumed with Sores, and when be 5 


had not one of a thouſand to be a ſon of confolation to him , but 
all round about him ſeeking to break his heart; yet even then is /eb 
ſweetly exulting, as raviſhed with what be felt in meditation, and 
then is bis heart elevated with the thoughts of « ſycert change, and of 
a happy reſurreRion again from the dead, ' 


Uſe. This my be for information, that the caſe of the Lords peo- 
le in their greateſt :MiRions, is not ſo deſperate as many take it co 
e. Some may think they would not be in ſuch a condition as they 

may ſee a godly man in , for very much ; and yet even then 1 ſuppaſe 
be would not change with them that think ſo, for all the world, The 
enemies of the godly may rejoyce (if they will) ta fee ſuch as feas 
God in t:ouble , bur chey would find little reaſon fo ro do, did they 
know hew matters fiand between the Lord and big people in ſuch s 
diy, and bow unſpeakably kind be 1s unto them at ſuch a time, 


Uſe. Ts it ſo, that the Lords people have ſuch ſweet bours and 
refreſhing meditations in ſach extremitzes of trouble and ſorrow ? Q 
then ſee if here be not good ground to perſwade ſtrangers to God, to 
fall in love with biz and his way, ſeeing be cometh with ſuch ſweee 
ſupplies in the needy hour of molt bitter crouble, 


Uſe. This may ve allo of great comfort 2nd enconcagement to (uch 
p ; br 


ed ir Bank 


. nary wiy, but as one thatde 


SP | 
ns ſeer God truly, a8 ye cannot but think you have great troubles to gg 
throngh, and muſt needs ſomerimes take alook of pale Death, who 
will one day be your Serjeant ; ſo you ſee what you have to expe 
if you truly fear God, viz. he 1$ kind to his own in the day of trouble, 


joyning his aff of ſupport and comfort with his rod of corteRion , 


Pſal. 23+ 4. Ifay let this encourtge any ſoul that fears the Lord, be 
wall come n with ſautable {upplies in th: moſt needy hour. 


The ſecond particuſer mentioned was the immediate occafion of 
this compoſed and ſweet reſolution, and that was Feb's meditation. 
Fob.bad bzen in the ſweet meditation of death, and of the certainty 
of the reſurceAion again, and is raviſhed co think of theſe things, an4 
thereby encouraged to the dearing of hig preſent afl:fion well, and 
to wait and look for his _ and that not in a common or ordi- 


es0 be found truly ready and waiting 
for M- , | 


Do. », Whence obſerve, That the way to bave the heart raiſed in 
the day of trouble , or ſeemmg apfroaches of death, is to meditate 
onthe happy eftate chat believers enjoy after death, and on the plea- 
ſant joyes waich (hall appear in the morning of the reſurreRion. This 
ppears very clear from Job's reſolution, togerher with what-had- 
been the occafion thereof, as making way to it; /ob hath been medi+ 
rating upon deach, and on the reſurreQion, and faith co himſelf, 
metbinks thigisa very lovely, beautiful and freſh morning which is 
preſented to the eye of my faith, wherein dead ſcattered,blown away, 
and ſeemingly periſbed duſt ſhill be gathered: together , and raiſed 
out of the grave again 3 metbinks I ſec the whole earth ſhining with 
the-glory of the Lord ; O how ſweet and freſh a Spring and Xay 
mornings is this }thus /ob is meditating, and ſrom thence it is that his 
heart is raiſed , to admire this wonderfully great and gracious work 
of God. —for he bad faid Ver. 12. They ſhall not awakg out of their ſltep, 
tl the-Sun aud Moon be no more, i. e, till the worlds end , which im- 
plies thar then they (hall ariſe indeed z; and thug the dead hetvy weight 
and melancholy-mountain is caken off his beart, and be, ag forgetting 
his preſent painand miſery for « little igelevaced in ſoul, 2s appears 
Ver. 14. If « man dic, ſhall be live again? Or, ſhall a man dic and live 
£245n? O bow ſtrange and full of admiration is this work of God, 
* h and 


| (n) 
and how much gracious love may appear berein? and therefore if ſo 
indeed, then all che dayes of mine appointed time, will I wait ill my 
change come ;z { will dear out and enlJure, wait and look outrill G2d 
orant me my paſs, and ſend me a diſcharg:, Thas the Do&rine 
1s clear , preſent weakne's will not permit an infiſtiag facthee upon 
ts probation. 


Uſe. Is meditation on the mann of the dead in the Lord,:nd 
of the comfortable reſurre&ion , the way to bave che hearr raiſed in 
the greateſt of troubles ; then we may ſee how little gronnd of com- 
fort theſe have that place their comfort in the things of. chis life > ah 
poor fouls, they reach not ſo far. When ſuch a man isebroad he may 
mediate of h;s enjoyments at bome z and his heart may be rejoyced 
with bis greatand ſpeedy returns, bur he is a ſiranger tothis, bis hope 
reacheth to the thaught of his gains and incomes, but his hope will nor 
reach {o far , as tobe elevated with the meditation of the fweetneſs . 
to be enjoyed in another life when thig is ended , wherein ſoul and 
body ſhall be glorified together, it's oat of their element to meditate 
on theſe ſpiritual chings, which are only diſcovered by faith, and 
cleaved unto by hope z and ſoit may be (aid of him, that in the midit 
of his ſulneſs, be is in want , as to whac's moſt defirable, , 


Uſe. Let me exhort all of you-from hence to look beyond death, and 
to meditate on theſe joys which are after death, and in the morning of 
the ceſurreQion, even that blefled morning without clonds, when ſoul- 
and body ſhall be united again, and glorifi:d together in the enjoy- 
ment of God for ever more. | | 

But to ſpeak more particularly from the words themſelver,. At 
the dayes of mine appointed time,will I wait till my change come , where- 
in there is, Firſt, a Conceſſion, that his time was determined, and hig 
dayes numbered , therefore he calls it his appointed time, Secondly, 
that at his deaths. he was not to expe R deftruAtion or annihilation, but: 
2 autution, which he calleth a change. Thirdly, there is his pecu-- 
lizc concernment in this change , as if he had thougtt wath lbimſelf, 
my change is not like that common alteration may be on a Lind or 
C.ty, wherein every man hath his own ſhare with others in the com- 
mon tryal , but my change is peculiar to my ſelf ; rhirty, or fetty,or - 
a hundred cannot go thorough death with bag, but be muſt go "—__ 

| - 


_ mn 
, . + þ/ ® ' (ls Fog »# t 
as 1 WAL . ns y % | #4 f 
14 ag) Wb " oy by, J* FM! p 
/ "#4" PF l . 


w 
y—_— _— wy 


- + OY CT . 


J- "C=ot 
IT 


{= IN ; 

+ere »3r before that greut Tribunal , rherefore his thoughty 
— be.4 04s death but b1s own 3 when he ſpeaks of death there= 
fore, not our, but wy c , lack he, that wherein I, and I alone | 
am eſpecially concerned. oarthly, we have his honeſt reſolution to 
indure , look out and be in readineſs, I may call it his peremptory 
reſolation £2 be in a fit poſture, and till looking out every hour fog 
bis change. —It-will certainly come, and therefore [ will lo wait as [ 
$2y not be toſcek, nor Band ar 2 loſs, having nothing tolay , like 
the a22n without the Wedding Garment, who ftood ſpeechleſs ; bue 
that I may know well where co take op my {odgings when I die, I will 
prepare for death before it come. ' Many Do&rines Might de raiſed 
bence, but I ſhall only ptopofe one, and ſpeak a few things therefrom, 
£8 the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to give ſtrength. And it is chis, | 
DoZ. 2. That it is the duty of every { briftian to be once ready, and 
ſo with patience to look out diligently for his change, Oc rather to come 
yet nearer tothe words, and to-make the DaQtine ſpexk ſomwhat 
more home, take it ſhortly thus ;—That 5: 's the duty of every ſoul 
amongſt you to be ſtill ready and looking one for bis chavge. This 18 not 
only clear in the Text, compared with che Veil. sprecceding; bur alſo 
Pſal. go. g. Allow dayes are paſſed away im thy wrath, we ſpend our 
years 41 4 tale that irtold , and therefore Ver. 12. prayerh, So teach 
us to number our dayes, that we may apply oxr hearts unto wiſdew. And 
no doubt Pas! did fo, who Phibp. 1- 23. defired to depart and to be 
with Chriſt, which is beſt of all ; yea he was in a ftrait about it, and 
all bis work tendzd to this, that he mignt be (till ready for death, and 
ſo make a bleſſed end. —There is a fivefold conſideration inthe Text, 
which might have been ſo many grounds of DoArines, but neither 
time nor trength permitting ſo to do, we hope it wil! not be imper- 
tinent co bring them in as ſo many conſiderations for confirming the 
. DoArine thit it 13 the duty of every ſoul amongſt us, to be in a _rea- 
dineſs3 26d ſo to look ot for bis change till it. come ; and I (hall ſo 
mume them, as that rhey may ſpexk home to each of you, as being fo 
many morives or arguments to perſwade unto this duty, for ſtying of 

time when we come to the application. | 
| Conf. n. Thatevery mans time is fet and appointed by God, it's 
mered ont by hours and minutes, and when your dayes and hours are 
come tothe full number determined by the Lord, then die ye muſt, 
for {o mach 18 clear in this that Tob ſaith, all ite dayes of mine appointed 
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time ; and ſeting this i8 true that your term-Jay of life is ſet, and 
that ye cannot out-live your appointed hour, may it not be very clear 
- that it's the duty of each of you to be in a conſtant readineſs, and dail y 
waiting ti}l your change come ? 

Conf! 2. Tout though th: day of your death be appointed and de- 
termined by God, yet is it very uncertain as to yol, for it may come 
ina day when not looked for, az it hath done to many z thereſore, 
ſaith Job, I will be (till looking ont for it every day, ecing I know 
not the day. I know not whetkec 1 ſhall be called in the Evening, or 
in the morn:ng, at midnight, or in tbe dawning ; therefore will I 
ſtady to be alwayes ready, that when I am called upon,1 may not have 
my main buſineſs to do, but may be 1n a conſtant feadineſs, The ſer- 
vant muſt nor bid his Mafter wait when he callerh, but muſt (ay, 7 come 
I come Maſter ; ſo ſhould we be (till ready till God calls vs by death. 
And in this reſpe&have we not reaTon to ſay, That it is the duty of 
every ſoul amongſt you to ſtudy to be prepared, and daily lookirg out + 
for your Change, | | 

Conf. 3- That death is not the annihilation of a man, but a turning 
of him from one eftate to another, s. e. from a changable, into.an un- 
changable eftate and condition, for howbeir the ſon] and body will 
meet again in the R=(vrreion z yet notwithſtanding 2s to the caſe 
of his ſoul, it will be then unalterable, and body and foul ſhall be in 
that eftite to all eternity ; for Fob ſaith nory that be will wait till che 
day of his annihilation come, wherzin he ſhall ceaſe to be, bur till rhe 
day of his change come. $0 youſee, man is not to fall as bruits thar 
have no ſoul, and therefore periſh when they die ; bur its a change 
thac will admit of none other change to better or worſez and .if fo, 
baye we not ground to affirm, That its the duty of every ſoul amongſt 
you, to prepare and look out diligently for your great change, till it 
come ; and that in particular its the duty of you, and you, and every of 
you, as if called upon by name, to prepire; that you may be ready. - 

Conſe. 4. Thac death igevery mans particular and peculiar con- 
cernmenrt, for though it be a common cauſe wherein all are concern- 
ed, ſeeing it is appointed for all men once todie ; yetitis not as & 
common cauſe, when it comes to a mans particulir change, for he 
muſt needs go through death alone) his moſt conſtant companicn can- 
not enter the gates of death with bim, buthe muſt n2z:ds go throogh 
death alone, O this is a ſerious conſideration, his {deareſt acqua:n- 
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-” ance, that never lefe him till Oh £ have eccompanied bim often- 
' times to the Tavern, to his Gaming, to Dact to hazard his life with 
him, uſt now lexve bim ; be-that bath ſtuck by bim in wetlih and 
woy can go nofurther with him, he cannot conye'gh him one Rep over 
the chreſh21d of time, into eternity z a man may convey his friend 
* oat of the C.ty, and ont of the border of tis Land, bur he cannot con- 
vey him out of time, he commeth to the fide of his dying bed, -and 
* there muſt did him gco4 night, and ſhall not ſee him zgain till the 
morning of the R:ſurre&ion : Neither are twenty or thirty, nor four, 
not two called to go out of time,ſo togetherzas that their ſpirirs ſhall 

go hand inhand z were chere a Butte! wherein thouſands were falling 
ro the ground, every man thinks of his own deata in particular, 2s if 
"none were todie but himſelf alone, and is more taken np with the 
*thonghts thereof, than with all the reſt that fall ; nor takes: te any 
comfort in this, that ſo many are to dye with him, but he ehinks he 
' muſt needs gothrough death alone, O then, Husband and Wife, Pa- 
reat and Child muſt part, when ar the threſhold of eternity ; and if 

ſo, then death is a particular concern, and though common to every 

man, yet is it in ſome reſpe@ peculiar to every men, and if ſo, hath 

not every one of us need ro prepare, to be ina readineſs, and till 

looking out for d-ath, even all the dayes of our zppointed time to be 
waiting till our changs come, . 
Conſe 5. Tais is a10irg wherein everr ſelf-intereſt is eſpecially con- 
cerned, 1 ſay thisis a work wherein even ſelf-intereſt, (that great Idol 
that hath ſuch a troak with moſt (if not with all) men in the world,) is 
mach concerned in this ; nothing is more taking with, nor ſo dear to 
men a8ſclf intereſt, and that is eſpecially concerned here ; for Feb 
reckons thus, 3s it ſo indeed, that if 4 near die be ſhall live again > 
( which interrogation implics a certainty of both,) And is it ſo, that 

this one Change will put me into ſuch an unchangable eſtace and ccn- 
dition,'O then] had beſt look co my ſelf, that all may be right at that 
day of dayes, and therefore will wait all the dzi:s of mine appo nted 
time till my change come z yea I will ſo wait, and iudy to be fo rea- 

dy, 43 I may chearfully meer and imbrace my chinge whenit cometh. 
Now I ſay if there be any thing under heaven wherein ſelf-intereſt is 
eſpecially concerned, this is it, even to be ready, and daily looking 
our for death, for upon this depends a mans whole happineſs in time 
and in eternity : that he die well, ſhould be his greatelt care, ſor hap- 
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py is he forever if he do fo, ard the onty W:y tOitis ſtill to be in & 
conſtant readineſs; and if lo, is there any harm in ſaying ta:t iris the 
duty of eac1 of you that are preſent, tobe in a reaniccis to d.e, and” 
daily looking ot for your change tiſl it came. FE 

Now to make ſomenearer appl cation of this D.&rine which we 
here proved : I would ſperk to a threefold Uſe, x. O Reproc,. 
2. O Co>mforr, 3. Of Exhortation ;z and I beſeech you tq con- 
lider and lay to heart what I ſay, for the day is comming when this 
Sermon ſhall be Preached to you after a mare l.y:1y manner thanno:y 
it Can» | 
{iſe 1. A reproof to three ſorts of finners. Is it ſo that jcs the: 
d:ty of each of us to be ready and looking out for our change till it 
come, O then how may this reprove them thar never think of- death, 
nor look out for their change, but let the glaſs run on until it be quite 
out,and theres an end of tne ſtory ; they'l teli you we muſt all once 
dic, and thy nev2r trouble themſelves any more ; they concern them- 
ſelves as much in death as if iney were to l.ve for ever : O poor ſouls, 
how ſad will it be with you waen death ſhall catch ho!d on you? he 1s 
ſuch a firanger ro your thoughts, that be will be terrifying to you wh:n 
you ſee him » Odo no! {1 gat your preparations for death, which a 
holy and righteo1s Job, a man that feared God, andeſchewed the evil 
of fin durſt not do, Let me te;l thee O ſecure finnery, that the M=(- 
ſenger that rileth on the pale Horſe, u hoſe name is death, and after 
whom H211 followeth, will roaſe thee out of thy ſecurity, 

Reproef 2. Secondly, this reproveth them, wh2 though they think 
ſomecimes of death, yet do no* think ſeriouſly of at, ſoas to apply it 
ro themſelves in particular, that fo they might bethink th:mſelves 
what might be for their ſouls goad, when the body is laid in the daft, | 
and for the good of both ſoul and body at th: Reſurreftion. O bw 
ſad ig it to ſee many.going on, who will confeſs that they muſt die, yer 
ſeem but to ſport themſelves with death, ating as if they believed no 
ſuch thing. O be ſtirred up I beſeech you to lay death to heart, fos 
you ſhall find death a far other thing than you take it ro be. O .how 
wilt thou look in that day, who doſt nor confider what it is to die, cg 
bow dareſt thou ſpeak of death and not ſec:orſly ? | 

Reproof 3. Thirdly,ls it ſo that we ſhould all of us prepare for death 
and be daily waiting till our change come ? then it may reprove them 
who not only do not think of death, but alſo who think it unſaſe ro 
think ſerioufly of death. Many do judg that enough to make 2 mY 
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turn Melancholy, bat O how Lidals muſt the Soul of ſuch be 
when d:ath ſeizerh upon them ! when the So: | of ſuch 1s weakeſt, it 
will hzve moſt todo, Orerrible! chou heareſt that tou mult die, 
thou ſeeſt ic cor firmed every day by the death of chy nezgabours, thar 
minded it as little as thy ſelf, and yet tho delayeſt thy preparations 
for death ! O how cinſt thou think of delaying thy preparatzons thus ? 
And O how ſad will it be, when both fick and weak, and yet maſt 
needs then both think of death and die too whether thou wile or no#, 
O that ſuch wo} be alarmed ſo, as they might be ſtirred up to pre- 
pare for dea:b. ; ; | 

Uſe 2. Is it ſo, that-its the Chriſtians dury to think on death,znd to 
Jook our for it ; O then let it comfort any foal thats thag ex:rciſed as 
to mind death ſerio: ſly before i: come ; B: encouraged to go on, ye 
are in your duty, and have the example of the faithfa! Wao have been 
be'ore you; and themore ye mind death now, the leſs will ye have 
todo in tharerying day, and the more ye mind death now, he Jeſs 
ſhz!l be your trouble and perplexity of heart then 3 for having made 
death fam 1/ar to yen by thinking often upan h m , he (hall nor be & 


| King of terrours in that day : And this you (hall hnd to be greater 


riches then, than the poſſeſſion of all the world without it. And wh:n 
this world (in which ſo many place all their delight) (hill deny you 
its comforts; then ſhall ye find your ſelves unſpeakably happy , for 
though it cannor bat have ſeme pain, being T*AQ- g6y a yon, the 
laſt of Agonies, yet ſhall it be nothing to you in compariſon of what 
it willbe to others, cherefore let thatencourage you, 2nd be ye en- 
couraged to g9 on in your preparations for ity and when others are 
filled with cemedileſs horrour of ſpirit you ſhall be ſatished with ſweer 


' rranquility of mind and joy of foul, 


" Þſe. 3. Exb, 1s it ſo that its the duty of every Ciriftian to be pre. 
paring for death; and tooking out for his lait change call it come, 
O then lee me from hence exhort all of you to mind death. I have 
proved the Da&rine and this may be wy laft exhortation, for being 
now very low, I know not how the Lord will diſpoſe of me, but let 
h:m do wit2 me what his holy will is, F wonld give you my fciendly 
advice that you prepareſor death, and- look out for it till ic come. 
You that hear me this day, ſome old, ſome young ; but who knoweth 
who may meet with death fir che youngeſt boy may dye before the 
—_ » therefore letnone be ſecure. Some Might go near to gueſs 
who 13 the oldeſt man, who is the krongeſt man, who-15 the bealthieft 
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man amongſt you ; but T#efie all o: you to tell me {to ſhall ficſt rake 
up his lodging with the worms; yea, I had almoſt wid who hill be 
rurmed into the dung of worms, and fo d ſolved into duſt; and ſure * 
then 1 am it 19 not too foon for the younger among you, B3y or 
Girle to prepare fordeath , and ro look out for your change till ic 


'com*2 ; and I may ſay for the elder, jt is a thame for them nor to b+ 


wa.ting for their chang2 tillir come. And »y the way I may cell you 
one thing, I am net._n2< oldeſt amongſt you, and yet I (now) find 
thit had I Sampſon ſtrength and vigius, yea, and never (0 your g 
therewith, 1 had work enough for all my (trengrh and youth, to Prem . 
pare for death, and to be looking out for my cnang*, and that fo , as 
I mzy bs ſound wait og ; O how bleſſed athing is ic to have the Lampe 
burning wita true O1l, and to be fo waiting tut the Bridegroom «11 
he come z who if hz come at Midnight, maſt not ſtand till. break of 
day, till we be trimmed and put ina readineſs, yo1 know your S:r- 
yants muſt till be ready, and dorun at a call ; let that put you in 
mind of your duty of being ready, when your Maſter by death ſhill 


'call you, Somtimes I muſt ſay, my heart tretableth to ſee exen heal. 


thy men ſo unmindful of death, wy beart bleeds for them, ro lee them 
think they have long co live, when yet the Mzflenger rhat r:deth on 
the pale Hor'e may be very nearunco them, D.d 1 certainly knoy 
thar I had fourty years to [ive, I woul[J think my ſelf very near dearh, 
for time poſts away and will wait for no man ; and yet I hope dex'h 
ſhall nor be « terror unto me when it commeth, for 1 dehre all the 
Caicg of mine appointed time to wait till my change come. There- 
fore let me intreat cach of you to prepare for death, that ſo you may 
be in a rexdineſs, There's a Potic in the Faneral Rings of ſome, 
which they appoint to be given to their friends when they be gone z 
and it is this, —Prepere to follow me. A ſpeaking Memento it ig in- 
deed left by the dead to their fury ving friends, muca ſaid in fey 
words, and doth imply z ſpeedie preparation ; delzyingnotime, bur 
ex primo inſt an:5, £9 (ot about the work of- preparation; in all which 
reipeRs it muſt be clear, thar it 18 the duty of all. Sexes and Ages to 
make ready ; therefore I (ball, to ſtir you up to this holy watcifulne's,. 
ſp:ak a word, firſt to them that are ſtrong, cr Young. 2, To them 
that are O'd or weak, pies Ot, 

Firſt, To them that are Young and ſirong, who poſinoly chink they 
may live long, and ſoneednotto mind death. . O de not miltaken ag 


is n2t too ſo2n for the youngeſt B5y or Girl that hear me this day, to 
ND 3 deg:n 
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r death, T affare you #guny that had I Samy [015 
fSrength, and ſace I had 40 years to live, I would think jt high 
time to ſet abojit my preparations for death, and fo beg n 12 wait for 
my change, and to look ont for 1ts comming» You think you axz 
| beilthy and trons, and ſoneed not fear, but look a littl: zhove m 
Text in the ſame Clap'er, and you will ſee what you are, M:mnſpringy 
wp 4s a Floxer ; and ro douvdt yoo think your ſelves pret:ie fl wers, 
yet ix your time bat ſhort z the faireſt fi>xer is quickly blown, Pſa/ 
103. Frail mans daies are like the graſs that w.chereth, and is at laft 
23 the flower of the F.eld, over waich the wind paſſ:thand it is gone, 
nor is the place where it grew known to have born any ſuch pleaſant 
A >wer notwithſtancing its lovelineſs wiiſeſt it ſtood. - O then there. 
fore ſeeing the $<ripcare compareth you an'o palſing flowers, prepare 


beg ro prey 


for your c)ang*, ſtrength may fail you, and your yeas will paſs on . 


23 a declining ſhide, and then where are you. 
Secondly, to you that are old, I ſay prepare for death, whether ye 
| be old, or fick, or weak, wait and loor ot for your Caange 5 for an 
old man, or a weakly man not to prepare for death, is ag unit reaſon 
in three reſpe&s ; becauſe, Firſt, of a neceſſi y he mult be ſhortly 
changed, he that runs may read (ſuch a mans death co He very near,ard 
as[ready looking on him, and if ſo, 18 it not then azainſt rezſon for 
fuch 2 man not to be preparing and looking out for his change til 


come ? Secondly, becauſe the change he is to have will admit of no - 


other chinge to follow upon it, approaching death w.ll put him into 


an unchangeable eſtate and condition, the which if evil can never be 


amended , is it not againſt reaſon rhen for him nor to prepare and 
look out for death Þ Thirdly, years (or pains which are as ſo many 
ficipes) ſhould ſperk wiſdom in this caſe, and his exzmple ſhould 
teach orhers whac uſe to make of age or fickneſs : Others ſhould be 
edified dy the old, or fick and weak, how to prepare for ſuch a condi- 
ton : Ohbow edifying and much to be imitared was that ſaying of 


good old Barzzhei, 2 Sew. tg. 34, 35- {1 amvery old, had be ſaid] 
Can my tafte now diſcern meat ? Or, can | any more take pleaſare in the 
voice of inging-men, and finging-wemen > and therefore reſolves to g0- 


home and dye, Ver. 37, It items ſomewhat 2g1inſt neture for a man 
to take pleaſure in va:n recceations, when the the old Tabernacle of 
humane Fleſh deginsto fail , for the new man ſhould revive, whoſe 
ncfeft pleaſure 13 2 good Conſcience as to what is paſt, and rejoycing 


hope of what's to. come ; Therefore let me exhort' alf of you, _ 
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ye will judge life very preczous z O therefore look out for degyh. 
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and young, ſtrong and weak, > and whole, to mi Fas 
look for ir, I ſhall, unto all this ſaid , add, a fre Re for 
perſmading ſuch as may be prevailed with, and ſo de happy, topre- 
pare for death. rs a 

Met. 1. Your change is moſt certain, there's a time appointed 
wh:ch ye cannot paſs, though ye would never fo fain do it; O then that 
which ye muſt of a neceſſity do, prepare codo it (o, as with peace and 
comfort you may do it, Heb, 9. 27. It'sa determined thing, being 
appointed for all once to dye ; O therefore turn that neceſſity into x 
vertue, by ſtadying to dye daily, ſecing that dye ye muſt, live (o ax 
ye may dye well, | 

Mot, 2. You are tobe changed but once, Heb. g. 27, It's appointed 
for x11 men once todye, not twice or thrice, but once; and ſo is ic 
ap>o 'n*ed cor each of us once to dye, there's no ſh:nning of it, and ſo 
tae Soul will be preſently pur into an unchangeable eflate , and there. 
{o © if this on2 c3a'"ge be not well mad2, it can never be mended. 
a::d for this caule a mins whole care ſhould be tg prepare for death, 
that ſo he may dye well, 

Met. 3. If ye mind notdeath, yeare in danger to make 2 bad ex-. 
change tor he thar prepares not for death, cannot dye well, and he 
that dyes not well, muſt make 25ad exchange z therefore take warn- 
ing and prepare for it, . | 

Mot. 4. When death cometh, ye will find ica far other thing to. 
dye than now ye take it to be ; there be roo many unſettled heads 
oo0ing on in their own way, and in their paſſion puff at death as if it 
werenotbing , If 1 die, I die, and there's an end of the fliry ; he will 
hazard his Mothers Son, <'ce he want of bis will ; © but 1 affure you 
cexth will make you change your thoughts, therefore it's beſt doing 
it be times, that you may be ready for ic, And in this reſpe& we may 
perceive 4 great difference berween a man, ſuppcfing he may dye, and | 
2 man certified that he muſtdye, ſome Robbers orotbers will hazard 
very fac when they only ſappoſe chey are in danger to dye , and will 
not be afraid, and yet when brought to the place of Execution, how 
unwilling are they to dye , they look Lke men that have been al] their 
life time in a dream , and are juſt now awak'd with a fright, they 
would give any thing then for life, which they never valued before ; 
tae reaſon is » they did not ſee death till now, Mind it well, you 
that ſeem not to value your lives a pin now, when ever death comes 


e're. 


F- 


| : | 
ere it come, that you may be ready for it when 1t comes once for all, 

Mor. 5. They that have been moſt Carefal and punAnal jn theje 
preparations for death, have had nothing to ſpare when 1 cime,, we 
can ſpaye you none of our Ople, (aid the wife V.rgins, leaſt there be nor 
rnongh for ws ard you. And David, tho:gh 2 man aticr Gods own 
bearr, yer was ſo far from having any thing to ſpare, when his chznge 
approached , that he was forced tofi-e to Gods gracious Covenant 
for (hel er agtinft his laſt challenge. Alcbengh my houſe be no: fo 
with Ged , yet bath be mate with me an everlaſting Covenant, order 4 

. mall things and ſure; Thus tu all wy Salvation, and alt my defore &c, 
likewiſe Fob being ik righteo''s man that feared God, and eſchewed 
evil; yethe ſ:id ofthe Grave —it & mine Houſe, and of the Worms, 
They are my Brethren and Siſters; and here in my Text, reſolvey thar 
he will prepare and be ready aga nſt his change come ; and is there 
nct ground then ro ex2ort each of you to prepare for ceath? and be. 
ing zna readineſs, to look out for your change till it come, Bt 1 
muſt break off and make zn end, bo'h tim2 and ftrength fai'ing me 2 
Or l} bere, let me lend a file help to any ſoul that wo1ld willingly 
prepare for death, if there be any ſuch preſent , and I fall ſpzak a 

-tew words of advice to fucha ſoul for helpiog to the duty, and ſo 
conclude, 

Help. 1. Conſider tow ye came into the world, Pſal. 50; being 
'conceaved in fin, and brought forth in iniquity, and eximin*® your 
ſelyes how ye have lived ſince, whether ye have [avoured to have your 
1 | conformity to God recovered again ; and where tnis endzav-:ur 
Nath nut been, - be deeply humbled for ir. 

Help 2. Conſider whether ye be xeady at preſent to die, or whe- 
ther you need anew ſuſpenſion : O then know that ye are in a dan- 
gerous condition, ſeeing thar it's your Cuty to be ready and daily 
looking out for your change till it come, and this will oreat'y affe& 
your heart, and will help yon onto a more ſerious endetycur after z 
readineſs to die. ; We 

Help. 3. Reſolve to delay no longer, but now be in a readineſs by 
the grace of God, and for that end, Firſt, put off all fia and ſeek to ve 
reconciled unto God, Secondly, get your ſelves cleared of the world, 
zts 2 very enſnaring thing, O ger your ſelves (o clear of it as you may 

ave no more to do with ir than a way-faring man with his Lodging in 
a irange bouſe, who payerh his reckoning at night e're he go to bed 
Fth n2> more to Co, but call to the Servants to open dores, and ec 


him 
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X ( 21) 
him be gone when the day bretks, and th: larks degin to ſing, ES 
Help. 4. When ye have attained untothis readineſs, then labone to- ©. 

keep it w2ll; this 1s well to be looked unto, New miner oft viriou twert © 

quam querert , the great work of a regenerate ſoul lyes in keeping 
wzll what is already obtained(wh ch cannot be wichour a daily adding 
to rhe ſtock) and for that end, Jet heavenly thoughts be in yo'w mind 
ard heavenly M :fick delight your ears, Toe ſaying of Barzilla; ( as ; 
you hav: heard) is worthy of all imitation, How long bath thy ſervant 

to live, that I ſhonld take pleaſure in the voice of Singing men and Sing- 
ing womes? So ſhould the Chriſtian that waireth far his change ſay, 
ko long have I tolive, that I ſh Md be affe&:d with, or take plez- 
ſare in theſe paſſtig delights , as thoſe do who have not known what I 
hive felc : ſhould I ſpend ey time at theſe, and ſt ght my great work 
of waiting every day till my cnange come? therefore keep your hearc 


with all keeping , for on: of it ace the iſſues of life, and let your +. >: - 


looks ſavour of that Godly gravity, and Chciftiin modeſty, 22d pions 
ſhamefac*dneſs which becometh che people of G3d, Cant,4. r. Ler 
your knowledge and endowments be covered with the locks of khumi- 
lity, and ler that wherein ye have moſt ground to glory, viz, your 
Chriſtian beauty, have its inward bluſh, and manifeſt it ſelf with alf 
outward gravity and godly ſhimefac'dae(s or bluſh ng diſpoſition, for © 
Cant. 4.3. The believers Temples and ſpiritual comlineſs, is 2dorn2d 
with rhe pious bluſh of holy ſhamefac'dneſs, looking our from undes 
the locks of godly and humble-not- affefed-gravity,for it's 2s a peice 
of a Pomgranat, wherein is preſented the red ſparkles of 2 bluſh,thar 
the delivers temples are compared unro,, I fay it's compared to a 
peice of, net unto a whole Pomg-anat ; likewiſe ler all yoac words |. 


be ſeaſoned with grace , tharthey may taſte of heaven, and ſoto wait: 5 3 \ 


a]l the dayes of your appointed time till your change come, 


FINTS. 


